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Takeaways
We found that there’s more to it than just the fact that

92% of Americans support background checks.

An NRA endorsement hurts more than it helps. By a

12-point margin (40% to 28%), voters are less likely

to support a candidate endorsed by the NRA.

Americans are less likely to re-elect Senators who

oppose background checks. 51% of voters are less

likely to vote for a Senator who opposed the

background check bill, while only 14% are more

likely to support that person. By contrast, Americans

are pledging to stand by Senators who voted for

background checks and help them win re-election.

Everyone’s heard that 92% of Americans support requiring

background checks for gun sales. If you follow gun politics,

you probably know that 92% of background checks are

completed in minutes. But 92% isn’t the only number you

should know in the gun debate. Below are a few more key

�gures from recent polling which illustrate the political

consequences of a vote against the Manchin-Toomey

background check “gunsense” bill.

It turns out that an NRA
endorsement hurts more than it
helps.
Many politicos blamed the Senate’s failure to pass any gun

safety legislation on the in�uence of the NRA. But the polling
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shows currying the group’s favor may hurt more than then it

helps:

40% of Americans say they are less likely to support a

candidate who has been endorsed by the NRA. 1

Only 28% say an NRA endorsement makes them more

likely to support a politician. 2

Americans are less likely to re-elect
Senators who oppose background
checks.
People’s feelings about a no vote on the Manchin-Toomey

compromise in April go even deeper than plummeting

approval ratings:

Nationwide, 51% of voters are less likely to vote for a

Senator who opposed the background check bill, while

only 14% are more likely to support one. 3

Not only is Arizona Senator Je� Flake’s approval rating

down 21 points, but 52% of Arizona voters say they are less

likely to vote for him because he opposed the background

check bill, compared to only 19% who are more likely to do

so. 4

When New Hampshire Senator Kelly Ayotte voted against

Manchin-Toomey, not only did her approval rating fall 15

points, but 50% of New Hampshire voters reported they

are less likely to vote for her because of that vote. Less than

half that number—23%—say her no vote makes them

more likely to support her. 5

Though Nevada Senator Dean Heller’s approval rating

stayed about even following his vote against background

checks (it fell 2 points), 46% of Nevadans say they are less

likely to vote for him in the future because of that stance.

Only 25% of respondents were more likely to vote for him

due to his vote. 6



Ohio Senator Rob Portman has seen his approval rating

fall 17 points, and 36% of his constituents say they are less

likely to support him in future elections because he voted

against background checks, compared to only 19% who

are more likely to support him. 7

Americans are more likely to re-elect
Senators who support background
checks.
By contrast, Americans are pledging to stand by Senators who

voted for background checks to help them win re-election:

Louisiana Senator Mary Landrieu’s approval rating is up 6

points, and 44% of her constituents say her vote makes

them more likely to vote for her in the future, compared to

only 26% who are less likely to do so. 8

Senator Kay Hagan’s approval rating in North Carolina

stayed essentially even following her vote in favor of

background checks, dipping just 1 point. But 52% of her

constituents say that vote makes them more likely to

reelect her, compared to half that number (26%) who say

they are less likely to support her. 9

And even in Alaska, 39% of voters prefer a Senator who

supports background checks, compared to only about a

quarter who say they’d rather vote for someone who

opposes them. 10  
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