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March: in like a lion, out like a lamb—unless you’re talking
about trade. The month came in like a lion when President
Trump announced new tariffs on steel and aluminum, but it
shows no sign of becoming a milder creature come spring.
Foreign leaders, domestic employers, and numerous experts
have all cried out against Trump'’s tariffs. It’s time for more

Democrats to join them.

After all, Trump’s tariffs are more than just a 20th-century
solution to a 21st-century problem. These measures counter
much of what progressives stand for. Here are four reasons

Democrats should oppose Trump’s latest round of tariffs.

1. Jobs and critical industries are on
the line.

Trump argues his latest round of tariffs will bring jobs back to
America. History begs to differ. Steel tariffs imposed under
George W. Bush in 2001 cost 200,000 American jobs. !
According to Trade Partnerships, “more American workers
lost their jobs to higher steel prices than the total number

employed by the U.S. steel industry itself.” 2
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Trump’s plan also ignores modern day economic realities.
Steel production requires fewer and fewer workers due to
advances in technology. The number of human hours
required to make one ton of steel has fallen from 10.1 hours in
the 1980s to 1.5 hours today. 3 But while there are less jobs in
direct steel production, there are millions in industries that
rely on steel. Specifically, 170,000 workers are employed in
domestic steel and aluminum production, while roughly 6.5
million Americans work in industries dependent on these

products. 4

By jacking up the domestic price of steel, Trump will be
hurting U.S. industries—from construction to transportation
to energy. > Experts predict these tariffs will cost 495,136
American jobs and generate only 26,346 new jobs. This equals

a loss of 18 jobs for every one job created. ©
2. It’s not popular among Democrats.

A recent Quinnipiac poll showed 73% of Democrats oppose
the steel and aluminum tariffs, compared with 55% of
Independents and only 30% of Republicans. 7 This majority
of Democratic voters disavowing tariffs makes perfect sense

when considering the make-up of the party’s constituency.

As noted by Ron Brownstein, Democratic voters are more
likely to be supportive of trade because they live in areas
experiencing the benefits of globalization. 8 58% of all U.S.
exports originated in counties Hillary Clinton won in 2016. 9
The Chicago Council on Global Affairs in 2016 found that 74%
of Democrats describe globalization and greater international
economic ties as “mostly good for the United States.” 1°
Further, over 60% of both black and Hispanic voters believe

free trade agreements have benefited the U.S. 1!

3. Steel tariffs don’t hit the key
culprit: China.

There is a significant problem in the global steel market:
overproduction by China. In an effort to keep their population
employed, Chinese firms churn out and export copious

amounts of steel to the detriment of the world market.



But Trump’s tariffs would have a negligible impact on China,
as the U.S. has already effectively blocked most Chinese steel
from its market. Only 2.69% of U.S. steel imports are from
China, most of which are already hit by tariffs for unfair
practices. 1> Many American companies prefer to purchase
higher quality steel from countries other than China. These
countries share our goal to curb China’s overcapacity, yet

they will overwhelmingly be hit by the tariffs.

We need to truly tackle the problem of China flooding the
global steel market, but these tariffs don’t address the issue.
Instead of alienating other countries, the U.S. should
collaborate with like-minded countries to reduce Chinese

production.

4. We need modern solutions to
modern problems.

We must enforce the laws when it comes to trade. But the
rationale behind these tariffs is blatantly protectionist.
Profits and production for U.S.-produced steel have grown
since 2010. 13 Our national security isn’t at stake, as only 3%
of domestic steel and aluminum production goes towards the
military. 4 Countries will be more motivated to impose their
own tariffs, either as retaliation towards the U.S. or for their
own sham national security interests. And this action
threatens our global leadership role and the future of the

World Trade Organization itself. 15

Rather than employing a strategy from the 1930s, we need a
modern approach. As we have written, disruption is
happening everywhere due to technology, globalization, and
hyper-capitalism. 10 This is affecting the steel sector as well
as every other industry. If we want to help American workers,
including our steelworkers, we need a new social contract for
the digital age that would help everyone, everywhere earn a
good life. We recently released a report with a dozen ideas
that would do just that, by reimagining investment in good-
paying jobs, reinventing postsecondary education and skills,

and redesigning the pay and benefits of work.



A trade war might sound like good TV to the man watching
cable news at 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, but Trump’s steel
and aluminum tariffs are bad for the U.S. economy, American

workers, and our country’s international standing.
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