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Cases of the coronavirus are rapidly increasing in the District of Columbia, Maryland, and

Virginia (DMV) region, recently surpassing 70,000. 1  But not all areas have been a�ected the

same, as the country has seen the coronavirus spread along racial, ethnic, and economic lines.

We recently wrote about coronavirus cases decimating racially diverse communities of all sizes

—unfortunately, this trend appears particularly stark in the DMV region. 

In the District:
Coronavirus cases are spreading unevenly among D.C.’s eight wards. Wards that are more

white, more educated, and have higher median incomes are seeing fewer coronavirus cases per

capita than poorer and more diverse wards. Mapping coronavirus cases per capita onto

residential demography in D.C. reveals a stark visual trend—higher shares of Black residents

in D.C. tend to pair with higher levels of the coronavirus per capita.
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D.C. government is reporting disturbing racial disparity data in terms of individual cases and

deaths reported as well. Of D.C.’s 6,700 cases reported as of May 13 th , 47% are identi�ed as

black and only 16% are identi�ed as white. D.C.’s broader demographic makeup is about 45%

Black and 42% white. 2

D.C. has a large Black share of the population, but unfortunately, coronavirus disparities are

not limited to D.C.’s Black community. D.C.’s health department is reporting that Latinos, a

relatively small share of the population, are experiencing the highest per capita infection rate

of any racial or ethnic minority group. 3  D.C. residents in the hardest-hit neighborhoods and

wards likely work in frontline essential capacities or live in large family homes, making

coronavirus infection and spread likely.

In Maryland & Virginia:
Maryland is home to two D.C.-adjacent counties that are experiencing the coronavirus

epidemic very di�erently. Prince George’s County contains 15% of Maryland’s population but

makes up a quarter of its coronavirus cases. 4  Its immediate neighbor, Montgomery County,

has over 40 cases less per capita.

Prince George’s County is also one of the wealthiest majority-Black counties in the United

States. It has been hit far harder than Montgomery County, which has a median household

income of over $108,000/year, dwar�ng the national median income of $61,000. 5  Prince

George’s County has over three times the proportion of Black residents and a median

household income of $83,000—still notably higher than the national median income.

Prince George’s County also has higher rates of diabetes, obesity, and hypertension than state

and national averages—a confounding factor in disproportionate health outcomes in the

community. 6  Access to primary care is also a barrier in Prince George’s County, which has less

than 500 primary care physicians in total. Neighboring Montgomery County has over 1,400

primary care physicians despite having 20% less residents. 7  

https://coronavirus.dc.gov/page/coronavirus-data


Past the District and across the river, counties in Northern Virginia aren’t experiencing the

same level of devastation from the coronavirus. While Prince George’s County and

Montgomery County are experiencing about 115 and 71 cases per 10,000 residents respectively,

Fairfax County, Virginia has about 60 cases per 10,000. Falls Church, Alexandria, and Fairfax
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County all have more white-identifying residents than their Maryland and D.C. neighbors,

they all have fewer Coronavirus cases per capita.

Across the DMV region, the Coronavirus is escalating intensely along existing racial, ethnic,

and class divisions. Areas with higher household incomes tend to work in professions that

allow remote work and can a�ord larger living spaces, making precautionary social distancing

easier. The DMV region is a hub of racial and ethnic diversity. It is alarming to see this

hallmark of the DMV region turned on its head in light of a crippling pandemic.
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