
MEMO

Investigating the COVID-19 Economy in
Wisconsin

Jillian McGrath
Economic Policy Advisor

@jillianmmcgrath

The United States had months to prepare for the COVID-19 epidemic and ensuing economic

collapse, but the Trump Administration ignored and mismanaged every step of the crisis. As a

result of their failure, millions of Americans are sick and 125,000+ have died.

The Trump Administration’s failure also led to widespread economic devastation. Several

national and economic trends are consistent across the country, namely a massive demand

shock resulting in catastrophic job loss in hospitality, leisure, and retail trade industries. But

these trends are only part of the story.

Wisconsinites, for example, are facing unique economic struggles. Using federal, state, and

county-level data on jobs, businesses, and furloughs, we show how the COVID-19 economic

collapse is a�ecting people throughout the state. Wisconsin’s public sector employment is a

signi�cant outlier as the state laid o� 13% of its workforce following the COVID-19 economic

collapse—more than any other state. Layo�s are continuing daily across Wisconsin, indicating
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the job bleed is far from over.

Beyond Wisconsin, explore our slide decks parsing out notable trends in the rest of the Blue

Wall, Michigan and Pennsylvania, some of the most important states in the 2020 election.

The COVID-19
Economy in Wisconsin

   1 



 of 7

https://www.thirdway.org/memo/investigating-the-covid-19-economy-in-michigan
https://www.thirdway.org/memo/investigating-the-covid-19-economy-in-pennsylvania
https://www.scribd.com/document/468483201/COVID19-Economy-in-WI?secret_password=QuLq88tkheUuPJboTzer#download&from_embed
https://www.scribd.com/document/468483201/COVID19-Economy-in-WI?secret_password=QuLq88tkheUuPJboTzer#fullscreen&from_embed
https://www.scribd.com/document/468483201/COVID19-Economy-in-WI?secret_password=QuLq88tkheUuPJboTzer#from_embed

