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This week, discussions on permitting reform are continuing to reverberate through Washington as

Senators Manchin and Graves rea�rm their commitment to pushing out comprehensive

permitting reform later this year. But as discussions slowly begin to turn into legislation, the

climate movement is �nding itself increasingly divided.  

As Josh Lappen outlines in Heatmap this week, there is a concerning lack of consensus among the

climate coalition on the direction and scope of permitting reform. But this isn’t just a matter of

di�ering opinions; it’s a full-on schism threatening to crack under pressure as di�erent factions

struggle to �nd common ground. With the climate and clean energy already under �re from

Republican lawmakers, a full fracture would prove disastrous for our decarbonization e�orts. 
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When it comes to shrinking our carbon footprint, commitments vary from nation to nation, making

it di�cult to make meaningful cuts to carbon emissions. A Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism

(CBAM) addresses this issue head-on by levying a fee on certain carbon-intensive imports like steel

and aluminum. CBAM incentivizes other countries to clean up their manufacturing processes and

gives American-made, low-carbon goods a leg up. Not only is it a potent policy tool, but it’s also a

popular one. 

We partnered with Global Strategy Group for a new set of public opinion research examining

attitudes towards a CBAM among key demographics. Our research found that not only do Americans

overwhelmingly support a CBAM–even in Republican-leaning states–but voters are quick to grasp the

bene�ts the policy will have on US manufacturing, the economy, and the environment.

https://www.thirdway.org/memo/americans-support-a-carbon-border-adjustment?utm_source=Pardot&utm_medium=email
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The stage for CBAM is set on Capitol Hill from Senator Whitehouse’s Carbon Border legislation

introduced last year, the recently introduced PROVE IT Act pushing for greater transparency, and

the gathering momentum around Senator Cassidy’s Foreign Pollution Act. And with Americans on

board, CBAM is proving to be a political winner. 

Check out my Twitter thread highlighting some key �ndings from the survey! 

In 2021, the Department of Energy (DOE) launched the Energy Earthshots Initiative, an ambitious

program laying the foundation for the US to reclaim and maintain its leadership role in clean energy

innovation. Targeting seven critical areas–hydrogen, carbon removal, long-duration energy

https://www.thirdway.org/memo/americans-support-a-carbon-border-adjustment?utm_source=Pardot&utm_medium=email
https://www.whitehouse.senate.gov/news/release/whitehouse-and-colleagues-introduce-clean-competition-act-to-boost-domestic-manufacturers-and-tackle-climate-change
https://www.washingtonpost.com/climate-environment/2023/06/07/carbon-border-tax/
https://subscriber.politicopro.com/article/eenews/2023/06/21/poll-74-of-registered-voters-favor-carbon-tariff-00102783
https://twitter.com/MarySagatelova/status/1671198943982628866?s=20
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storage, enhanced geothermal, �oating o�shore wind, low-carbon industrial heat, and clean fuels–

these Earthshots are a game-changer, breaking down the biggest technical, regulatory, and

�nancial barriers keeping these technologies on the bench. 

This week, we released a �rst-of-its-kind analysis alongside Evolved Energy Research, modeling

the potential impacts of reaching the �rst six Earthshots. Here are three �ndings we’re excited

about:

Achieving the Earthshots will immensely impact our emissions targets, helping avoid over 3,900

million metric tons of carbon pollution. 

Deploying all six clean energy Earthshots will drastically reduce energy costs, saving $850 billion

in energy systems costs for businesses and families.

Reaching the Earthshots in tandem will amplify their individual impacts, unlocking additional,

far-reaching carbon-cutting and cost-saving bene�ts.

Over the past year, the federal government has gotten serious about shrinking its carbon footprint,

making commitments to leverage its massive purchasing power to guide cleaner procurement

policies and create early demand for low-carbon materials. 

But it can be di�cult to make good purchasing decisions without reliable data on the lifecycle

emissions–that is, the total amount of carbon emitted to create, transport, and use a product. This

is where the Federal Life Cycle Assessment (LCA) Commons come into play. An open-access,

interagency database, LCA Commons compiles reliable, veri�able data on products’ environmental

impact, providing government with the information needed to make smart purchasing decisions.

With clean procurement set to accelerate in the coming years, LCA Commons must be equipped

with the resources to meet the scale of the challenge ahead. 

Third Way’s newest memo outlines the importance of the database and, as we look ahead to FY24

funding, provides recommendations on how Congress can bolster its activities. Here’s a quick

readout:

https://www.thirdway.org/executive-summary/does-energy-earthshots-innovation-unlocks-big-cost-and-emissions-savings
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2021/12/08/fact-sheet-president-biden-signs-executive-order-catalyzing-americas-clean-energy-economy-through-federal-sustainability/
https://www.lcacommons.gov/
https://www.thirdway.org/memo/improving-data-for-federal-buy-clean-efforts
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Provide resources for the Department of Energy’s National Laboratories to manage public data

repositories;

And expand funding for the Department of Agriculture’s National Agriculture Library (NAL) to

continue hosting and managing the Federal LCA Commons Collaboration Server.

Josh Lappen in Heatmap o�ers a refreshing take on the strain that permitting reform is having

within the key factions of the US climate coalition, warning that serious disagreements can have

disastrous political consequences. 

Shannon Osaka and Hailey Haymond in The Washington Post evaluate the e�ectiveness of

renewable energy credits, highlighting how little impact they have on actually reducing

emissions and deploying renewable energy projects. 

Andy Stone, energy journalist and host of Energy Policy Now from the Kleinman Center for

Energy Policy at the University of Pennsylvania, talks with climate entrepreneur Nick Rohleder

to discuss the nature of risk inherent to climate investment and the challenge of managing that

risk in emerging clean energy technologies.

Ryan Fitzpatrick, Senior Director of Domestic Policy, took an up-close look at Charm Industrial’s

novel CDR equipment in San Francisco this week.

https://heatmap.news/politics/the-climate-coalition-is-threatening-to-split-apart
https://www.washingtonpost.com/climate-environment/2023/06/21/renewable-energy-credits-certificates-greenwashing/
https://kleinmanenergy.upenn.edu/podcast/tackling-climate-technology-investment-risk/
https://twitter.com/rdfitzpat
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https://twitter.com/rdfitzpat/status/1671976724261896192?s=20

