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As federal investment in clean energy infrastructure ramps up, one thing remains clear – we need to

cut through the regulatory maze to speed up energy projects and build way more transmission lines,

CO2 and hydrogen pipelines, and energy storage. Permitting and regulatory reform is the only way

the US will keep up with our growing energy demand, meet ambitious climate goals, and capture a

signi�cant portion of a $130 trillion global market. 

In a �urry of Senate action this week, Senators Manchin (D-WV), Barrasso (R-WY), and Capito (R-

WV) each introduced separate permitting reform bills. Here’s a run of the main di�erences: 
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Senator Manchin’s Building American Energy Security Act of 2023 sets strict review timelines,

establishes a 150-day statute of limitations for legal challenges for energy projects, and directs

the President to designate 25 high-priority energy projects for prioritized permitting,

emphasizing a technology-inclusive approach. 

Senator Capito’s RESTART Act implements strict timelines on NEPA reviews to expedite energy

projects, limits authority under Section 401 of the Clean Water Act, and prohibits agencies from

considering the economic damages of carbon emissions in their regulatory decisions. 

Senator Barrasso’s SPUR Act narrows in on the fossil industry, mandating onshore and o�shore

oil and gas operations, advancing LNG production, prohibiting mining restrictions, and making

uranium eligible for a critical mineral designation. 

From our perspective, the most important thing is that any reforms net out to very signi�cant

scaling of clean energy and reduction in carbon emissions–even if some fossil fuel projects are

accelerated to get the overall package done. Policymakers will continue to debate the details, but

action needs to happen and happen quickly. We’ll explore what’s on the line in this week’s On the

Grid.

The Loan Programs O�ce (LPO) has been a major force behind America’s clean energy boom. Over

the past two decades, LPO has galvanized more than $50 billion in loans and loan guarantees for

clean energy projects that have generated nearly 9.5 million MWh of clean electricity and created

over 45,000 good-paying permanent jobs. But if we want to reach net-zero by mid-century, we

need to get much more funding out the door much faster. 

The In�ation Reduction Act (IRA) has stepped up. Pumping in an additional $100 billion in loan

authority and creating a new o�ce to repurpose existing fossil infrastructure, LPO is bridging the

�nancing gap and deploying much-needed innovative clean energy technologies at scale,

supporting the Biden Administration's ambitious clean energy goals. Critical mineral processing, for

instance, has gotten a big boost from LPO to build up domestic production capacity, helping US

clean energy industries circumvent Chinese government-dominated supply chains. Ironically, the

https://www.reuters.com/business/energy/senator-manchin-introduces-new-us-energy-permitting-bill-2023-05-02/?mkt_tok=ODUwLVRBQS01MTEAAAGLe1v3YyjwyZzXAhhmro1YNDGX1NYCFZWWP8y7PeLV178oPEd1iiqSwbvhUtQ7jKNZlztSdgXllJ8QqZwHR2n4rpXJx8uPCsCLMxccB1pl7CeE
https://www.epw.senate.gov/public/_cache/files/d/f/df71410e-c8b7-459e-a98e-b9caa31ff402/F268044B05BAE2CA9AB39F7BC86C93CE.restart-act-one-pager-capito-final.pdf
https://www.energy.senate.gov/services/files/E0FC662D-7728-43E3-8CDE-6D78372AA176
https://www.energy.gov/lpo/portfolio
https://www.energy.gov/sites/default/files/2023-04/LPO-APSR-FY-2022.pdf
https://www.energy.gov/sites/default/files/2023-04/LPO-APSR-FY-2022.pdf
https://www.energy.gov/lpo/articles/sector-spotlight-critical-materials
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most vocal Republican policymakers calling for the Biden Administration to cut reliance on China

are also likely to cut LPO’s funding in the FY24 spending package, dropping later this month.  

You can read more about LPO’s critical role in funding and supporting cutting-edge clean energy

projects in Third Way’s newest memo and dive deeper into why House Republicans’ move to cripple

the o�ce puts American energy at risk. 

This week, Occidental Petroleum Corp. held the groundbreaking for Stratos, the company’s newest

$1.1 billion carbon capture project. Once it begins operation in 2025, the new facility will capture

500,000 tons of carbon dioxide annually–the equivalent of consuming 56 million gallons of gas–and

utilize the captured carbon to manufacture plastics. 

The Texas-based company is well-positioned to take advantage of tax credits in the In�ation

Reduction Act that incentivizes companies to capture and store atmospheric carbon. Not only does

Occidental expect up to 45% of its initial costs per metric ton to be covered by the tax credits, but it

has expanded its initial plan to build 70 new direct air capture facilities by 2035 to 100 new facilities. 

“This is the �rst critical step towards large-scale carbon removal so that we eventually head

towards a carbon-negative direction,” Dr. Rudra Kapila, Third Way’s Senior Policy Advisor for

Carbon Management, said about the project. “We need removal at the megaton scale. If we want to

make a real impact and put a serious dent in the billions of tons of carbon emissions in the

atmosphere, then we have to start building more of these facilities.”

https://www.thirdway.org/memo/financing-the-clean-energy-revolution?utm_source=Pardot&utm_medium=email
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2023-04-28/occidental-sees-more-uses-of-carbon-from-world-s-biggest-plant?sref=sLBNpTza
https://www.wsj.com/articles/occidental-plans-to-suck-carbon-from-the-airso-it-can-keep-pumping-oil-2990c5a
https://www.thirdway.org/about/staff/dr-rudra-v-kapila
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Over the past few weeks, three banks have failed, prompting federal regulators to step in to prevent

a complete collapse. Now, with a fourth bank showing signs that have rattled markets, spooked

investors are much more cautious in their �nancial endeavors. Clean energy �rms, who are heavily

reliant on early-stage �nancing to get o� the ground and bring their technology to market, have

found themselves staring down the barrel. 

With �nancial conditions only continuing to tighten, it’s becoming much tougher for clean energy

�rms to secure the funding they need. It’s an uphill battle, but legislation like the In�ation

Reduction Act, Bipartisan Infrastructure Law, and CHIPS and Science Act, have stepped up to de-risk

investments in an otherwise challenging investment environment. For more context on the

ongoing �nancial turmoil in the banking sector and how that impacts clean energy, you can read

this tweet thread, put together by Senior Resident Fellow Dr. Ellen Hughes-Cromwick. 

This week, Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer led Senate Democrats in unveiling a proposal,

ceremoniously dubbed the China Competition Bill 2.0, that will strengthen our ability to counter the

Chinese government’s economic and military in�uence. The legislation, to be introduced in the

next few months, will follow a 5-pronged approach that strengthens our export control laws to

limit the �ow of advanced technology from the US to the Chinese government and ensures

domestic economic investments, like those in the CHIPS and Science Act, are not outsourced to

China.

https://www.globenewswire.com/news-release/2023/05/04/2661025/13824/en/Pacific-Western-Bank-Issues-Update.html
https://www.nbcnews.com/business/economy/federal-reserve-next-interest-rate-hike-may-2023-how-much-rcna82277
https://twitter.com/EllenHughesCrom/status/1654217940454064130?s=20
https://thehill.com/homenews/senate/3986115-senate-democrats-unveil-china-competition-push-2-0/
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That’s why Third Way led a diverse coalition of over 60 advocacy groups, utilities, and energy

technology companies, urging policymakers to increase baseline funding for the Department of

Energy’s innovation activities in FY24, ensuring American industries stay globally competitive. 

Leader Schumer’s proposed legislation is a great start to counter the Chinese government’s

in�uence, but we need much more to protect our industries and build out domestic supply chains.

We must invest, heavily, in research, development, demonstration, and deployment. 

The New York Times Editorial Board makes the case for overhauling the permitting process in

order to modernize and expand the electric grid. 

Matt Lichtash in Utility Drive o�ers an alternative to the “announce �rst, solve barriers later”

approach to electric vehicle deployment. 

Shayle Kann on Canary Media’s Catalyst podcast discusses transmission bottlenecks with Rob

Gramlich, founder of Grid Strategies, outlining how challenges in congestion, interconnection,

and buildout are forcing project developers to abandon projects.

Third Way’s Climate and Energy Program breaks down the importance of building our capacity for

high-assay low-enriched uranium fuel.

https://subscriber.politicopro.com/f/?id=00000187-d8c2-d5cb-a7a7-dcc257740000
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/05/04/opinion/nepa-permitting-reform.html
https://www.utilitydive.com/news/ev-electric-vehicle-operations-charging-strategic-planning-electrified-assets/649154/?mkt_tok=ODUwLVRBQS01MTEAAAGLgIX69E-_KNMVEowTqF0Vu1G1aNcqVAGrLB_USeolmA3tDgcjWTn23l-x7QNe4tZQurvr5aFFUnqGdut36CCrLYXYK57Cll58nJynoxF3uBOE
https://www.canarymedia.com/podcasts/catalyst-with-shayle-kann/understanding-the-transmission-bottleneck
https://twitter.com/ThirdWayEnergy
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https://twitter.com/ThirdWayEnergy/status/1653792933471035392

