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The Job Market in the Battleground of
Battlegrounds: The Wisconsin Suburbs
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Urban counties tend to vote for Democrats. Rural counties tend to vote for Republicans.
Suburban counties are usually the battleground. What is the jobs picture in these three sets of
counties in Wisconsin, particularly the suburbs, which are the battleground of this
battleground state? How well has Trump done compared to Obama, even before the

pandemic? As it stands, it is no contest.
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Wisconsin: Unemployment by Area
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Source: Third Way calculations based on the Bureau of Labor Statistics' Local Area Unemployment Statistics monthly county-level data.
President Obama's second term spans from January 2013 through January 2017. President Trump's first term excluding the Coronavirus
pandemic spans January 2017 through February 2020, including the pandemic spans through August 2020. Data for July and August 2020
is preliminary and subject to change. County area types are based on the National Center for Health Statistics area classification system.

Job gains/loss per month (Wl total)

o Obama2Md term: 3,305/month

« Trump 15t term pre-pandemic: -1,610/month

e Trump15t term including pandemic: -3,576/month

« Wisconsinites unemployed at end of Obama Administration: 102,752

« Wisconsinites unemployed in August: 185,857
Job gains/loss per month (Wl urban counties)

« Obama 2™ term: 358/month
e Trump 15t term pre-pandemic: -197/month

e Trump 15t term including pandemic: -610/month



« Wisconsinites unemployed at end of Obama Administration: 19,117

» Wisconsinites unemployed in August: 41,861
Job gains/loss per month (Wl suburban counties)

o Obama2M term: 1,477/month

e Trump 15t term pre-pandemic: -199/month

e Trump 1St term including pandemic: -1,443/month

« Wisconsinites unemployed at end of Obama Administration: 31,830

« Wisconsinites unemployed in August: 60,094
Job gains/loss per month (WI rural counties)

« Obama2™d term: 1,471/month

« Trump 15t term pre-pandemic: -1,213/month

o Trump 15t term including pandemic: -1,522/month

« Wisconsinites unemployed at end of Obama Administration: 51,805

» Wisconsinites unemployed in August: 83,902

21ST CENTURY JOBS 42




