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A student free speech group seemingly devoid of students. A Virginia PAC that is really from out of state.
Local grassroots organizations that, in fact, are led by national ultra-right professional operatives. Fake
Facebook accounts, conspiracy theorists, avowed racists and those who promote the view that the

January 6 ' Capitol riots was the work of radical left.

Critical Race Theory went from the dusty shelves of a Harvard Law School library to one of the dominant
discussions on cable news, social media and print journalism often coinciding with the 2021 Virginia
gubernatorial race. How did it happen? After all, though issues of racial justice were part of an
increasingly heated national debate, Democratic candidates for office weren’t espousing that Critical

Race Theory (CRT) be taught in the Virginia public schools.

In this paper we looked at the emergence of CRT in the Virginia gubernatorial race as a case study. We

found that rather than it coming from the ground up — from parents concerned about curriculum taught
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in schools — the CRT issue was manufactured, pushed and spread by dark money organizations who have

no interest in an honest discussion or debate surrounding education or schools or race.

It is our hope that this paper will lead to a more balanced discussion and coverage of CRT and other hot-
button cultural issues in the future. We hope that by uncovering the puppet masters behind this debate,
there will be an appropriate level of scrutiny and skepticism toward spoon-fed assertions by

professional, far-right activists.

Specifically, in this paper, Third Way examined several major organizations dedicated to dividing voters on
Critical Race Theory (CRT), mostly centered in Virginia’s Loudoun and Fairfax counties. These groups—
Parents Defending Education (PDE), Parents Against Critical Theory (PACT), Fight For Schools (FFS), and
the Virginia Project—are not grassroots, citizen-led organizations. Rather, they are run by long-time
conservative political activists and pushed by the right-wing media ecosystem. Both before and during
the Virginia gubernatorial election, they were key to sowing the seeds of division around CRT and

lending the veneer of a ‘grassroots’ movement.

» Anti-CRT efforts in Virginia and elsewhere are run by overlapping networks of conservative activists,
paired with a handful of local interested individuals, who try to make any discussion of race in

American public schools in schools toxic.

» Despite intense conservative media interest, these vocal groups are relatively small in numbers and

have a marginal Internet presence.

» These groups are heavily interwoven with Republican Party organizations, established conservative
movement groups, and longtime right-wing activists, suggesting these efforts are more about

achieving short-term political goals than engaging in a real conversation about curriculum or race.

Some people are treating [CRT] like a gold rush. This is a new area where people think
they can either become famous or make money on the issue, and they’re probably right.—
Jonathan O’Brien, conservative education advocate !

Virginia’s Anti-CRT Groups

Virginia became an early battleground state for CRT, with school board meetings across the state
inundated with anti-CRT protesters that gained extensive media coverage. But what may have appeared
to be a grassroots parent-led movement on the surface upon closer examination is a carefully

manufactured debate that was led by beltway insider right-wing operatives and out-of-state grifters.

Unlike in Virginia, with its much-watched off-year election, just over the Potomac in Maryland there
has been little, if any, attention paid to these issues. Even with similar demographics and student
populations, local school boards haven’t been inundated. Right-wing operatives across the country want

Americans to believe the debate on CRT is a grassroots swell, but the identities of those who are pushing



the debate show it’s anything but. Here’s a sample of some of the principal CRT ringleaders stoking

anger and division in Virginia schools.

Conservative Activists Masquerading as Grassroots:
Parents Defending Education (PDE)

While their name would imply they are an organization of parents concerned for the quality of their

children’s education, Parents Defending Education (PDE) is in fact a right-wing professional advocacy

organization trying to conflate the slightest discussion of race or equity with CRT.

They claim that CRT activists are infiltrating

schools by using words such as “diversity,”

M (3

inclusion training,”

“equity, anti-racism,”

N«

“racial sensitivity,” “social emotional learning,”

N«

“racial prejudice,” “white supremacy,” among

others.

The group continually harasses local school
districts by submitting complaints to the

Department of Education’s Office for Civil Rights,

claiming discrimination in various school districts.

But while they rail against critical race theory in
their social media comment, their actual
complaints have nothing to do with the subject.
They seemingly object to efforts by school
districts to support their students in the wake of
extremely challenging events. In PDE’s view, a
Massachusetts public school hosting Zoom
sessions “for Asian and Asian American Students
and others in the BIPOC community who wish to

process recent events,” after the killing of eight

.‘ Parents Defending Education
Q‘! May 11-@

Often, CRT programs are masqueraded in pleasant-sounding yet ambiguous names

Keywords of a CRT framework:

‘White supremacy, systemic racism, white privilege. white fragility,
intersectional identities, internalized racism, anti-racism, white social

capital, colorism, interrupting racism, racialized identity, racial
prejudice, educational justice, anti-blackness, abolitionist teaching, spirit
murdering, land acknowledgement, representation and inclusion. ..

people, six of them Asian, in Atlanta was racial discrimination. 2

PDE would have Virginians believe they are a broad grassroots organization devoted to

safeguarding educational quality. In reality, they are longtime conservative activists conflating

anything remotely related to equity or diversity with Critical Race Theory.

They similarly filed a letter on May 10, 2021 complaining after the Columbus City School Board in

Columbus, Ohio issued a statement that it will try to end systemic racism in the district. 3 This school
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board issued this statement following the killing of two students in the district on a single day: one in a

police-involved shooting, and another in criminal act.
An Inauthentic Grassroots Organization

PDE wants voters and the media to believe they are a true grassroots parents’ organization PDE’s, but
their connections and network are a tangled web of far-right conservative activists. They’ve partnered
with other regional anti-CRT organizations such as PACT, No Left Turn in Education, and the Center for
Renewing America. The latter organization was founded by Russell Vought, President Donald Trump’s
former director of the Office of Management and Budget and the individual who drafted Trump’s anti-
CRT executive order in September 2020. 4 This widely criticized executive order would have banned any
diversity or workplace sensitivity training across the federal government and contractors, in the name of
combatting CRT, something that exists nowhere in federal training. And like so many of the Trump
administration’s stances, it equates an accurate understanding of American history with “un-American

propaganda.”

PDE established its website, created its social media handles, and submitted incorporation documents to
the IRS at least two months before “going live,” approximately at the same time. > For authentic
grassroots organizations with organic growth models, social media pages and handles are usually
established prior to founding a website due to the lack of cost and ease of use—clearly that wasn’t the

case here.

And Vought is hardly the only Trump official PDE affiliates with. Multiple former Trump Secretary of

Education Betsy DeVos-connected personnel appear in their media, including:

» Elizabeth Schultz, a former Trump Education Department official and former Fairfax County school

board member, best known for opposing protections for transgender students. ©

» Kimberly Richey, a former Trump Education Department official and former state counsel for

Oklahoma'’s state superintendent of education, Janet Baressi. 7

» Aimee Viana, the Trump Education Department’s executive director for Education excellence for
Hispanics. Viana is the sister-in-law of one of the Trump White House’s strategic communications
directors, Mercedes Schlapp. Schlapp’s husband is Matt Schlapp, the American Conservative Union

chairman and one of the foremost purveyors of baseless stolen election claims from 2020.



EDUCATION

nshot from an August 25 2021 Facebook Live presentation. Top row (L-R): Aimee Viana, Erika Sanzi,

Bottom row (L-R) Marissa Fallon, Kim Richie, Asra Nomani.
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Peddling a False Narrative on CRT

PDE has also developed a so-called “IndoctriNation Map,” — an online map of the United States which
highlights school districts where an activity the group deems controversial occurs. The goal seems to be
scaring parents into believe that CRT is spreading rapidly across the nation’s school. In reality, these
actions have nothing to do with curriculum or CRT. Effectively, if a school presents itself as inclusive or

welcoming, PDE considers it indoctrination.
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THERE ARE PROBLEMS EVERYWHERE... BUT THERE ARE ALS0 PEOPLE FIGHTING BACK.

IndoctriNation Map

» The Shaler Area School District in Pennsylvania issued a statement reaffirming its commitment to

teaching acceptance, inclusion, and anti-racism following the death of George Floyd. 8

» The Anchorage School District in Alaska is providing book titles as “equity resources,” including The

Autobiography of Martin Luther King Jr., among other publications. °

PDE also provides informational materials to interested individuals, including how to “get involved” in
one’s local school district, and how to run for school boards and “winning your PTA”. Furthermore, PDE
offers advice on creating “anti-woke” social media, including how to create anonymous Instagram and

Gmail accounts.
Run by Longtime Conservative Establishment Operatives

PDE’s President, Nicole “Nicki” Neily (née Kurokawa), is a longtime foot soldier for conservative and
libertarian causes. An Illinois native and current Arlington, VA resident !© | Neily has worked her entire

career for Koch Family groups or right-wing political firms, including:

» The Franklin Center for Government and Public Integrity, as its president (2016-2017). The Columbia
Journalism Review in 2013 called this organization the Koch brothers’ “biggest journalism investment

to date.” 11
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this public relations firm had worked with Purdue Pharma—a longtime client—to undermine the
Obama Administration’s efforts to develop national standards for addictive opioid painkillers. 12
Dezenhall is perhaps best known for creating an astroturf organization which attacked Greenpeace
on behalf of ExxonMobil.

» The Independent Women’s Forum’s executive director (2011-early 2012), an organization aligned

with the Koch-backed Americans For Prosperity group. 3

» Cato Institute, as its media manager and then external relations manager (2006-2009). Cato was
originally incorporated as the “Charles Koch Foundation” in the 1970s; funds controlled by the Koch

family as well as other right-wing foundations continue to give Cato millions of dollars annually. 4

» Prior to her time with Cato, Neily was affiliated with other Koch-backed organizations such as
FreedomWorks and the Competitive Enterprise Institute (CEI), where she was a “Koch summer

fellow.” 15
President of Another Dark Money Education Organization

Neily is also the President of “Speech First,” another conservative astroturf organization. Despite
claiming to advocate on students’ behalf, it is not a genuine student group. By her own admission in

2018, “no students were involved in founding the group.” 10

Why Are Students So The Threats Against the

Sensitive? First Amendment
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Dezenhall Resources, Ltd. as its vice president and SVP (2012-2016). While Neily was employed there,

Speech First’s slick videos discussing its ideas have few views and thus little traction; for example, one of

its YouTube videos entitled, “Why Are Students So Sensitive?” with the Heritage Foundation’s Hans von
Spakovsky, who is perhaps best known for promoting unfounded fears about voter fraud, has had no
views at the time of this report’s writing. This suggests that not even Speech First’s employees have

clicked on its own videos.

Speech First’s treasurer in 2018 was Kim Dennis, who also serves as the president of DonorsTrust, the

secretary of the Donors Capital Fund, and the president of the Searle Freedom Trust. These groups are



known for anonymously managing wealthy conservatives’ money and directing them toward

conservative causes while cloaking their donors.

» DonorsTrust disbursed $165 million in 2019, including, among other groups, $1.5 million to the white
nationalist hate groups VDARE and American Renaissance, according to the Center for Media and

Democracy. 17

The Conspiracy Theorist: Parents Against Critical
Theory (PACT)

Parents Against Critical Theory (PACT) is a group that claims to be a “grassroots advocacy and outreach
organization that is adamantly opposed to Critical Race Theory in all forms.” In reality, they are a far-
right group with connections to QAnon and led by Scott Mineo, who also operates a fake Facebook
account to spread conspiracy theories and misinformation. Based in Loudoun County, VA, the
organization takes an inflammatory tone against anything it deems “CRT” and spread a constant

stream of anti-CRT misinformation during the Virginia election.

Parents Against Critical Race Theory is a front for a conservative conspiracy peddler with ties to
QAnon.

Mineo also claimed in the press and on his website that teaching CRT is explicitly “anti-white,” 1® that
CRT is “poison,” and that the CRT “lifecycle” is “infiltration, transformation, and indoctrination.” On

the PACT website, in bold red letters, it proclaims “Critical Race Theory is a Nationwide Pandemic”:

Critical Race Theory Is a Nationwide Pandemic

.

= CRT has infected academia, entertainment, government, schoaols,
finance & law, sports, and corporations

Underneath the CRT umbrella are many different types of “Trojan
Horses” disguised as CRT: justice that adversely impacts math, science, and history

Diversity, Inclusion, Culturally Responsive Instruction (Framework), CRT generates billions and billions of dollars for the Grievance Industry
Ethnic Studies, and of course Equity CRT not only impacts white peaple, it is also destructive to every ather
It redefines America's history as a struggle between "oppressors” ethnic group

(white people) and the “oppressed” (everybody else)

Rejects all potential alternatives to CRT
Anyene who disagrees is racist even if those people are "non-white”
CRT curriculum focuses on cultural misrepresentation and social

.

.

.

-

.

-

-

-

Racism is present in every aspect of life, relationship, and interaction

Throughout the Virginia election, especially in the latter weeks, the organization pushed divisive social
media content mischaracterizing CRT and issues surrounding racial equality. These include consistently
misconstruing CRT and framing the statewide election effectively as a referendum on parental rights

and education.

PACT (Parents Against Critical Theory) #loudounize W
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Tired of the white supremacy crap? Do NOT vote
for @DavidReidVA. @LoudounNaacp & @LFC_VA
have destroyed LCPS. A vote for Reid is a vote for
more "Oppressor/Oppressed"” nonsense. Say NO!
@spoiledtechie @Clemente4Va @Julie4House
@LaRock4Delegate

5:08 AM - Oct 31, 2021 ®
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@PACTstopcrt

“The parents are the one that are going to flip this
State and flip this country next year.”

“The parents are the one that are going to fli...
Post by @TickTockLoudoun.
& stoplcpscrt.com
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The organization also worked with one of QAnon’s earliest boosters, Tracy Diaz (know also
asTracyBeanz) through her “UncoverDC” organization to cover a June 8 school board meeting in
Ashburn, VA. 19 PACT also worked with the John Spiropolous of the far right-wing outlet One America
News (OAN) on that effort.

» One of PACT’s fundraising efforts in March
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the organization’s official media to further spread

conspiracy theories and issues around race via a . _
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Facebook account, Mineo discusses CRT, questions COVID vaccines, dismisses rights for transgender
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Prior to his interest in CRT, Mineo followed many of the other right-wing topics that have waxed and

waned over the years. In 2018, his “Vito Malara” alter-ego made repeated comments on Facebook about

10



“illegals” from “shithole countries,” echoing President Trump’s rhetoric at the time. Prior to that, he

complained about “sharia law,” “radical Islam,” and kneeling football players.

Vito Malara
October 31, 2017 - Q

Pack of savages. Is this just another example of black youth's being
frustrated and expressing themselves? Nope. Just another day for many

inner city blacks and innocent white victims.

» In 2017, he called black youths a “pack of savages,” quoting a Blaze article about crime in Baltimore.

» After President Trump called racists “very fine people” in Charlottesville in 2017, Mineo wrote that

the former president was “100% dead accurate.”

» In 2017, Mineo wrote on Facebook about Muslims that they will “NOT assimilate they only
assassinate. How can anyone defend an ideology, NOT a religion, where the brainwashed murdering

LOSERS worship a man, a pedophile named Mohammed, who married a 6 year old girl?”
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https://www.facebook.com/vito.malar/posts/952175831603438

Vito Malara
August 15, 2017 - @

e

If you haven't seen this yet, you need to watch (16 minutes long). He was 100% dead accurate
and he took it to the media like | hadn't seen in a long while.

YOUTUBE.COM
President Trump Gets Real with Media During Press Conference
Trump was supposed to give remarks about infrastructure but things escalated quickly.

Vito Malara
May 26, 2017 - D

22 kids were just blown up because of the peaceful and loving religion and people are
offended at this billboard? Really? MNothing wrong with a gentle reminder of the facts.

These people will NOT assimilate they only assassinate. How can anyone defend an ideology,
MOT a religion, where the brainwashed murdering LOSERS worship a man, a pedophile named
Mohammed, who married a 6 year old girl?

The Professional Republican Operatives: Fight For
Schools Political Action Committee

The “Fight For Schools” (FFS) political action committee is a right-wing organization dedicated to

recalling Loudoun County, VA, school board members it claims are implementing “CRT concepts” in
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https://www.facebook.com/vito.malar/posts/903660559788299
https://www.facebook.com/vito.malar/posts/851106965043659

public schools. FFS PAC is led by Ian Prior, a long-time Republican operative with clear ties to the inside
the beltway Republican establishment. Prior worked within the Trump Administration as public affairs
deputy director at the Department of Justice. And he has been actively involved in the Republican
campaign world for years, serving as National Republican Congressional Committee press secretary. Prior
also worked as the communications director for Karl Rove’s super PAC “American Crossroads” and the
Mitch McConnell-controlled “Senate Leadership Fund” PAC.

Prior took this experience and network to make CRT a political and campaign issue in Virginia. FFS
claimed six Loudoun County school board members were part of a private Facebook group that was
reportedly about to target parents opposed to CRT. 22 And throughout the election, the organization

continued to push CRT as a central issue in their social media content.

Fight For Schools leadership is deeply tied to the Republican campaign and political world, with

connections to President Trump, Mitch McConnell, Karl Rove, and the RCCC.

Prior also runs “Headwaters Media, LLC,” a Virginia-based public relations firm which targets local
media outlets—although it appears he often pitches his work in right-wing, pay-to-play websites that

pretend to be legitimate news websites but are actually funded by right-wing organizations, according

to a New York Times investigation. 23

Prior was behind laudatory articles in these pay-
to-play websites about Sens. Lindsey Graham (R-
SC) and Roy Blunt (R-MO), as well as articles in
2020 disparaging Maine Speaker of the House
Sara Gideon, who was running against Sen. Susan
Collins (R-ME) that year. 24

As of this summer, Prior worked for the Texas
Attorney General Ken Paxton’s reelection
campaign, working to place articles in pay-to-
play Texas publications. 25 Paxton has been
dogged for half a decade by an indictment on
securities fraud charges but has yet to stand

trial. He is also independently accused of bribery
and abuse of power by intervening on behalf in his

friends’ legal troubles in Texas, prompting an FBI

investigation. 26

The Out of State Scheme: The Virginia Project (TVP)



The Virginia Project (TVP) is a small-time political action committee (PAC) dedicated to an
“infrastructure-building and information-distribution initiative [sic] intended to even the playing field

for Republicans.” This group was founded in late 2019.

The Virginia Project is an out of state political action committee, skirting campaign finance laws under

the guise of legal fee fundraising.

TVP appears to skirt campaign finance law by directly advising donors on its website to contribute

directly to its legal counsel in order to shield their identities in campaign finance reports. 27

Loudoun County Incident

As you may be aware, since it has repeatedly been in national and even international news recently, we uncovered a pareni-
targeting ring_connected to an extremist School Board member in Loudoun County, Virginia; its most notable distinction,
besides being the wealthiest county in the United States, is the seemingly-weekly national scandals for the antics of the insane
left in its government. A great deal of investigation is in process and litigation is presently being prepared.

If you are interested in supporting legal action against the perpetrators in this case, but do not wish to be identified as required
in compliance reports, sending a check directly to our legal counsel does not count under law as a contribution to our political
action committee and is not subject to reporting. We prefer contributions to our Civil Rights Defense Fund as these can be
used for additional activities such as FOIA requests, but we understand that many are cancerned with the risk of retaliation
from "woke" cults and "woke" employers that appearing on a compliance report may subject them.

To donate to the effort with this method, please send a check with memo "Virginia Project” to:

The Bradfield Injury Law Firm, PC.
11048 Warwick Boulevard

Suite 1B

Newperl News, VA 23601-3229

@ 2018-2021 The Virginia Project O n = 0

Paid for by Virginia Project PAC (virginiaproject.com)

TVP’s largest donor is an Alexandria VA-based PAC, The Committee for Police Officer's Defense (COPD),
which donated $100,000 between April-June 2021. This organization’s treasurer is the Nevada-based
Kecia Pollock, who is also involved in running so-called “ScamPACs” with her husband William, an

officer with the Las Vegas Metropolitan Police Department.

» These Pollock-controlled PACs raised almost S$4 million in small dollar donations from 2017 to 2019,
but then redirected $3.7 million to a Las Vegas businessman, Richard Zeitlin, according to a Center for

Public Integrity. 28

» The Pollocks reportedly pocketed $150,000 for their efforts. 29

While TVP’s existence predates the right-wing’s 2021 interest in CRT, it has quickly shifted to take
advantage of media interest in this topic. While much of what TVP does is to promote Republican Party
candidates in Virginia on its website, the organization spends much of its social media energy across

Twitter, Facebook, Gab, and YouTube boosting current right-wing conspiracies.

The Virginia Project ’
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https://twitter.com/ProjectVirginia?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1349962915030429700%7Ctwgr%5E%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.thirdway.org%2Freport%2Fwho-manufactured-virginias-critical-race-theory-debate
https://twitter.com/ProjectVirginia?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1349962915030429700%7Ctwgr%5E%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.thirdway.org%2Freport%2Fwho-manufactured-virginias-critical-race-theory-debate
https://twitter.com/ProjectVirginia/status/1349962915030429700?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1349962915030429700%7Ctwgr%5E%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.thirdway.org%2Freport%2Fwho-manufactured-virginias-critical-race-theory-debate
https://virginiaproject.com/civil-rights

@Projechirginia '

The Capitol riot is a Charlottesville hoax redux - all
the players were left wingers, including all relevant
elected officials - and ALSO including the alleged
"right wing" boogeyman they set up to blame for
preplanned violence.

This is standard Democrat M.O. for many years.
6:13 AM - Jan 15, 2021 ®

QO 65 O Reply & Copy link to Tweet

Read 6 replies

» Beyond CRT, TVP adopts a conspiratorial mindset on social media about a host of hot-button right-

wing issues, including the January 6, 2021 attack on Capitol Hill.

The group’s founder, David Gordon, is a resident of Pendleton, South Carolina with a background as an
IT engineer. When a reporter in May 2021 asked him why he was running a Virginia PAC from out-of-

state, he replied, “I am a subject matter expert on the dysfunctionality of the Virginia Republican Party. I
know how to fix it.” 3¢

The Virginia Project y
@ProjectVirginia

The GOP message on education is simple and easy
to understand and agree with:

- Schools should aim to be nothing less than the
very best in academics - math, language, history,
science, arts

- To that end NO POLITICS IN SCHOOLS - no CRT,
trans etc.

- No masks on kids

8:48 AM - Aug 13, 2021 ®

QO 142 O Reply & Copy link to Tweet

Read 7 replies

TVP runs a group called the “Program on Un-American Activities,” which focuses on anti-CRT issues. On
March 7, 2021, it held, alongside Loudoun County-based anti-CRT organization Parents Against Critical

Theory (PACT), a presentation titled “What is Critical Race Theory and Its Impact on Loudoun County
Schools.”

» During this presentation, TVP founder Dave Gordon called critical race theorists “un-American” and
“terrorists—there’s really no other word for them.” 3
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https://twitter.com/ProjectVirginia/status/1349962915030429700?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1349962915030429700%7Ctwgr%5E%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.thirdway.org%2Freport%2Fwho-manufactured-virginias-critical-race-theory-debate
https://twitter.com/ProjectVirginia/status/1349962915030429700?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1349962915030429700%7Ctwgr%5E%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.thirdway.org%2Freport%2Fwho-manufactured-virginias-critical-race-theory-debate
https://help.twitter.com/en/twitter-for-websites-ads-info-and-privacy
https://twitter.com/intent/like?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1349962915030429700%7Ctwgr%5E%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.thirdway.org%2Freport%2Fwho-manufactured-virginias-critical-race-theory-debate&tweet_id=1349962915030429700
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1349962915030429700%7Ctwgr%5E%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.thirdway.org%2Freport%2Fwho-manufactured-virginias-critical-race-theory-debate&in_reply_to=1349962915030429700
https://twitter.com/ProjectVirginia/status/1349962915030429700?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1349962915030429700%7Ctwgr%5E%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.thirdway.org%2Freport%2Fwho-manufactured-virginias-critical-race-theory-debate
https://twitter.com/ProjectVirginia?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1426103442939027460%7Ctwgr%5E%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.thirdway.org%2Freport%2Fwho-manufactured-virginias-critical-race-theory-debate
https://twitter.com/ProjectVirginia?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1426103442939027460%7Ctwgr%5E%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.thirdway.org%2Freport%2Fwho-manufactured-virginias-critical-race-theory-debate
https://twitter.com/ProjectVirginia/status/1426103442939027460?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1426103442939027460%7Ctwgr%5E%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.thirdway.org%2Freport%2Fwho-manufactured-virginias-critical-race-theory-debate
https://twitter.com/ProjectVirginia/status/1426103442939027460?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1426103442939027460%7Ctwgr%5E%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.thirdway.org%2Freport%2Fwho-manufactured-virginias-critical-race-theory-debate
https://help.twitter.com/en/twitter-for-websites-ads-info-and-privacy
https://twitter.com/intent/like?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1426103442939027460%7Ctwgr%5E%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.thirdway.org%2Freport%2Fwho-manufactured-virginias-critical-race-theory-debate&tweet_id=1426103442939027460
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1426103442939027460%7Ctwgr%5E%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.thirdway.org%2Freport%2Fwho-manufactured-virginias-critical-race-theory-debate&in_reply_to=1426103442939027460
https://twitter.com/ProjectVirginia/status/1426103442939027460?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1426103442939027460%7Ctwgr%5E%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.thirdway.org%2Freport%2Fwho-manufactured-virginias-critical-race-theory-debate

» Laterin the presentation, a TVP presenter suggests CRT today “denies science” and is a “national
security threat” akin to the Chinese Cultural Revolution (1966-1976), a cataclysmic decade in

Chinese history where up to 20 million people died. 32

So What? - America’s Cultural
Revolution

Buzzwords

Whatis Critical Race Theory, and Its Effect on Loudoun County Schools What is Critical Race Theory, and lts Effect on Loudoun County Schools
596 views - Apr16,2021 (519 GUDISLKE 2 SHARE =+ SAVE ... 59 views - Apr 16,2021 £519 GEDISLKE /) SHARE = SAVE o

Conclusion

While school board meetings are being pulled into the fray, it is crucial to remember there are political
forces aiming to benefit from stoking division and mistrust. The groups with the most to gain have no
interest in a sincere discussion about our nation’s education system. From the usual Republican party
operatives to fringe conspiracy peddlers, those pushing the debate around CRT the hardest are anything

but “grassroots.”

Appendix: Selected Facebook Screenshots from Scott
Mineo AKA “Vito Malara”
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eW8_f5GnTz8

Vito Malara
June 27 - Q@

PACT<®)

Farents Ageonsl Critical Theary

Frea: Slusation NAACE |xelesg: Byctuly
T EreoboN on
i bocwbne s Latreris Welorerbsjana e e
Subject) (EMTERMA] Fanl MAACK Lossdoun County Branar™s rospones 10 LOPS Adion Pan to Comat Syetenss Fac i
Chate: Tuesdary, Jury 31, 3000 4 2i-06 P
Abtachments: LIPS Action Plars (o Combal Svalemi Recism NACP Comments 6262100 gl

Loudoun County School Board Jspecilically Ms. Barts,

Anached please find comments from the NAACP Loudoun Branch 1o the first drafi of "LCPS
Acuon Plan to Combat Systemue Racism® onganally sent on June 26, 2020

These comments’questions were néver formally acknowledge by The Loudoun County School
Board. Dr. Williams or any member of as stafll

VR o, + Why is the NAACP being allowed to control LCPS and
Robin Burke the educational system?

+ What role does Beth Barts “specifically” play?
+ What are the NAACP's "Terms of Conciliation for LCPS"?
T

LCPS Parents DEMAND a seat
at the table right next to the
NAACP!!

"Equity" Right??

O

@ 2 Comments
oY Like (D) comment &> Share
Kimmie Kay
Here we go

Like - Reply - 5w

Vito Malara

we have got to figure out all ways to disrupt these people. whether masks,
CRT, Trans, whatever

Like - Reply - Bw @ 2

Source: Selected Facebook Screenshots from Scott Mineo AKA “Vito Malara.”
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Vito Malara ves
January 24 - &

Now Democrats have a bill to make legal all the bullshit fraud from past election:

)
THEGATEWAYPUNDIT.COM
SHOCKING: The Democrats’ First Bill of 20211s to Lock In
Fraudulent Elections Forever
The fraud in this past election was massive, the worst ever in recorded
history, but it is nothing when compared to what the Democrat
(Communist) Party has in store for the future of the USA and the world. I...
o Like () Comment &> Share
Vito Malara .
December 19, 2020 - @

| can't think of a bigger group of scumbags than Black Lives Matter, except maybe those that
support this scam like the NAACP, LCPS, MSAAC and all other race hustling groups.

THEGATEWAYPUNDIT.COM
New Low? Black Lives Matter Monsters Terrorize Child Cancer Fundraiser in
Wisconsin (VIDEQ)

Vito Malara
December 10, 2020 - &

The NAACP has got to go. They are not legitimate. They are nothing more than a radical group
of racists, troublemakers and victim creators. What have they really done to help the black
communities if they've been fighting the same fight for (111) years? That is ineffective and
they are just bullshit artists. The last thing we need is instructions from these turds and a
damn "Equity Advisor" in the WH. Hell NO because it will NOT end there.



Vito Malara
November 11, 2017 - @

Now this is the "Pot Calling the Kettle Black”. The NAACP has a loooong histary of being racist
themselves.

Another good example of FU whitey, "Do as | say not as | do" demand.

Hey NAACP, how about you figure cut what your club is all about. Since the mid/late 1980's,
you've wanted to be referred to as "African Americans” and not "Black", for whatever reason.
In fact, many "blacks" get offended if you refer to them as "black"” instead of "African
American". Ok whatever. I'm confused, can you explain to me why so many blacks get angry if
they are referred to as "Colored" people and yet the name of your club is "National Association
for the Advancement of Colored People"? So why can't i refer to you as colored people? How
about the infamous "N" word?

Since the majority of blacks seem to be offended by statues, flags, names of schools &
buildings because it acts a reminder of the slavery days and how unfair blacks were treated,
why be referred to as "African American"? After all, your family members were sold by BLACK
slave owners in Africa to white AND black slave owners in America. |sn't the word "African" in
"African American” like the ultimate reminder of slavery and oppression of blacks?

It's no wonder racial strife is at a tipping point in America, many blacks refer to each other as
"nigga" and it's perfectly fine. At the same time, whites don't know how to refer to blacks, you
know, with all the mixed signals the black communities send. I'm white. See how easy it is =

Vito Malara
Naovember 6, 2020 - Q

{3) Kyle Becker &

The election software system in Michigan that switched 6,000 votes
from Trump to Biden is called "Dominion.”

It is used in 30 states including:

Vito Malara
October 13, 2020 - Q)

Hmmm, first the WHO says lockdowns are bad and now another turn of events, the CDC states
that 85% of COVID-19 patients were 'always' or ‘'often' wearing a mask. Americans are
wearing masks, but masks aren't working.

So If the WHO and CDC are considered "experts", where else can LCPS turn to hear what they
want versus what the science and experts are saying?

o

False Information

Checked by independent fact-checkers

See Link
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THEGATEWAYPUNDIT.COM

CDC First Said Not to Wear Masks, Then to Wear Masks, Then Masks Were
Better than Vaccines - Now New Evidence Shows Masks Are Ineffective

Source: Selected Facebook Screenshots from Scott Mineo AKA “Vito Malara.”

20



ENDNOTES

1.

10.

1.

12.

13.

14.

15.

Kingkade, Tyler, Brandy Zadrozny and Ben Collins. “Critical Race Theory Battle Invades Schools Boards—

With help From Conservative Groups.” NBC News, 15 Jun. 2021. https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-

news/critical-race-theory-invades-school-boards-help-conservative-groups-ni270794. Accessed 13

Sep. 2021.

Neily, Nicole. “Office for Civil Rights Administrative Complaint.” Parents Defending Education, 12 May
2021. https://defendinged.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/Wellesley-OCR__2.pdf. Accessed 13 Sep. 2021.

Neily, Nicole. “Office for Civil Rights Administrative Complaint.” Parents Defending Education, 12 May
2021. https://defendinged.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/Wellesley-OCR_ 2.pdf. Accessed 13 Sep. 2021.

Meckler, Laura and Josh Dawsey. “Republicans, spurred by an unlikely figure, see political promise in
targeting critical race theory” The Washington Post, 21 Jun. 2021.

https://www.washingtonpost.com/education/2021/06/19/critical -race-theory-rufo-republicans/.
Accessed 13 Sep. 2021.

PDE claims to be seeking a 501(c)3 non-profit tax status on its website; as of this report’s writing, the IRS

has yet to decide to grant this status.

Sandhya, Somashekhar, Emma Brown, and Moriah Balingit. “Trump administration rolls back protections

for transgender students.” The Washington Post, 22 Feb. 2017.
Eger, Andrea. “Barresi Creates new Position, Hires Staff Member’s Husband.” Tulsa World, 25 Sep. 2014.

https://defendinged.org/incidents/shaler-area-school-districts-starts-honest-discussions-related-to-

race-equity-and-equality/. Accessed 13 Sep. 2021.

“Anchorage School District leans hard into antiracism” Parents Defending Education.

https://defendinged.org/incidents/anchorage-school-district-leans-hard-into-antiracism/. Accessed 13
Sep. 2021.

“Nicole Neily” Speech First, https://speechfirst.org/bio-nicole-neily/. Accessed 13 Sep. 2021.

Chavkin, Sasha. The Koch Brothers’ Media Investment. The Columbia Journalism Review, April 22,

2013. https://archives.cjr.org/united states_ project/the_koch brothers_media_invest.php. Accessed 13
Sep. 2021.

Perez, Andrew and Lee Fang. “Purdue Pharma Hired PR firm That Rebranded BP After Deepwater Horizon

Spill.” The Intercept, 19 Sep. 2019. https://theintercept.com/2019/09/19/purdue-pharma-bp-deepwater-
pr/. Accessed 20 Sep. 2021.

“IWF Announces Exciting New Partnership.” IWF. Archived at
http://web.archive.org/web/20031119043957/http://iwf.org/news/031028a.shtml. Accessed 13 Sep. 2021.

“Top Supporters of Cato Institute.” Conservative Transparency. Accessed August 19, 2021.
http://conservativetransparency.org/top/?recipient=887&yr=&yri=&yr2=&submit=. Accessed 13 Sep. 2021.

“Nicole Kurokawa.” CATO.org. Archived at
https://web.archive.org/web/20080612181957/http://www.cato.org/people/nicole-kurokawa/

21


https://www.nbcnews.com/author/tyler-kingkade-ncpn1116631
https://www.nbcnews.com/author/brandy-zadrozny-ncpn858391
https://www.nbcnews.com/author/ben-collins-ncpn858396
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/critical-race-theory-invades-school-boards-help-conservative-groups-n1270794
https://defendinged.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/Wellesley-OCR_2.pdf
https://defendinged.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/Wellesley-OCR_2.pdf
https://www.washingtonpost.com/education/2021/06/19/critical-race-theory-rufo-republicans/
https://defendinged.org/incidents/shaler-area-school-districts-starts-honest-discussions-related-to-race-equity-and-equality/
https://defendinged.org/incidents/anchorage-school-district-leans-hard-into-antiracism/
https://speechfirst.org/bio-nicole-neily/
https://archives.cjr.org/united_states_project/the_koch_brothers_media_invest.php
https://theintercept.com/2019/09/19/purdue-pharma-bp-deepwater-pr/
http://web.archive.org/web/20031119043957/http:/iwf.org/news/031028a.shtml
http://conservativetransparency.org/top/?recipient=887&yr=&yr1=&yr2=&submit=
https://web.archive.org/web/20080612181957/http://www.cato.org/people/nicole-kurokawa/

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22,

23.

24,

25.

26.

27.

28.

Moattar, Daniel. “The Dark Money Behind Campus Speech Wars.” The Nation, 9 Jul. 2018.

Kotch, Alex. “’Dark Money ATM of the Conservative Movement’ Give $1.5 Million to White Nationalist
Hate Group.” The Center for Media and Democracy. 4 Dec. 2020.
https://www.exposedbycmd.org/2020/12/04/dark-money-atm-of-the-conservative-movement-gives-
1-5-million-to-white-nationalist-hate-group/. Accessed 13 Sep. 2021.

Oliphant, James and Gabriella Borter. “Partisan War Over Teaching History and Racism Stokes Tensions in
US Schools.” Reuters, 23 Jun. 2021. https://www.reuters.com/world/us/partisan-war-over-teaching-
history-racism-stokes-tensions-us-schools-2021-06-23/ Accessed 11 Sep. 2021.

Mahoney, Wendi Strauch. “Brave Loudoun County Citizens Raise Hell Over CRT.” UncoverDC.com.
https://uncoverdc.com/2021/06/10/brave-loudoun-county-citizens-raise-hell-over-crt/. Accessed 11

Sep. 2021.

Hutchinson, Harold. “‘An Open Conspiracy’: GoFundMe Terminates Fundraiser For Unwoke Parents
Targeted By Loudoun County Schools.” The Daily Caller, 1 Apr. 2021.

https://dailycaller.com/2021/04/01/open-conspiracy-rights-gofundme-terminates-fundraiser-for-

unwoke-parents-targeted-loudoun-county-critical -race-theory/?

“Vito Malara.” Facebook page. https://www.facebook.com/vito.malar. Accessed 11 Sep. 2021.

“School Board Recall,” Fight for Schools, Archived at

https://web.archive.org/web/20210624231251/https://fightforschools.com/school-board-recall. Accessed
11 Sep. 2021.

Alba, Davey and Jack Nicas. “AS Local News Dies, A Pay-for-Play Network Arises In Its Place.” The New York

Times, 18 Oct. 2020. https://www.nytimes.com/2020/10/18/technology/timpone-local-news-metric-

media.html. Accessed 20 Sep. 2021.

Alba, Davey and Jack Nicas. “AS Local News Dies, A Pay-for-Play Network Arises In Its Place.” The New York
Times, 18 Oct. 2020. https://www.nytimes.com/2020/10/18/technology/timpone-local -news-metric-

media.html. Accessed 20 Sep. 2021.

Platoff, Emma. “Defending himself against criminal allegations, Ken Paxton gave his first interview to a
website identified as part of a pay-for-play network.” Texas Tribune, 20 Oct. 2020.
https://www.texastribune.org/2020/10/20/texas-ken-paxton-pay-for-play/. Accessed 20 Sep. 2021.

Bleiberg, Jake. “AP Sources: FBI is investigating Texas Attorney General.” Associated Press. November

17,2020. https://apnews.com/article/ken-paxton-austin-texas-crime-

“Civil Rights Program.” The Virginia Project. https://virginiaproject.com/civil-rights. Accessed 20 Sep. 2021.

Kleiner, Sarah and Chris Zubak-Skees. “You Donated To Kids With Cancer. This Vegas Telemarketer Cashed
In.” Center for Public Integrity, September 12, 2019. https://publicintegrity.org/politics/charitable-
contributions/. Accessed 20 Sep. 2021.

22


https://www.exposedbycmd.org/2020/12/04/dark-money-atm-of-the-conservative-movement-gives-1-5-million-to-white-nationalist-hate-group/
https://www.reuters.com/world/us/partisan-war-over-teaching-history-racism-stokes-tensions-us-schools-2021-06-23/
https://uncoverdc.com/2021/06/10/brave-loudoun-county-citizens-raise-hell-over-crt/
https://dailycaller.com/2021/04/01/open-conspiracy-rights-gofundme-terminates-fundraiser-for-unwoke-parents-targeted-loudoun-county-critical-race-theory/?fbclid=IwAR0OLPYisZpfb5spsoVx1Dw95-rsX9UBvMuFhFsZ0qBf5waJPO1ltkid2kg
https://www.facebook.com/vito.malar
https://web.archive.org/web/20210624231251/https:/fightforschools.com/school-board-recall
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/10/18/technology/timpone-local-news-metric-media.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/10/18/technology/timpone-local-news-metric-media.html
https://www.texastribune.org/2020/10/20/texas-ken-paxton-pay-for-play/
https://apnews.com/article/ken-paxton-austin-texas-crime-f8413d14842d848e69cf81bb4d2e87e2
https://virginiaproject.com/civil-rights
https://publicintegrity.org/politics/charitable-contributions/

29. Kleiner, Sarah and Chris Zubak-Skees. “You Donated To Kids With Cancer. This Vegas Telemarketer Cashed
In.” Center for Public Integrity, 12 Sep., 2019. https://publicintegrity.org/politics/charitable-
contributions/. Accessed 20 Sep. 2021.

30. Green, Jordan. “'You can't tie me to white supremacy': Inside the fight over 'critical race theory' in

America's richest county.” Raw Story, 11 May 2021. https://www.rawstory.com/mobile-app-

notification/loudon-county-schools/. Accessed 1 Sep. 2021.

31. Virginia Project. “What is Critical Race Theory, and Its Effect on Loudoun County Schools.” Youtube, 16 Apr.
2021. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eW8_ f5GnTz8. Accessed 1 Sep. 2021.

32. Virginia Project. “What is Critical Race Theory, and Its Effect on Loudoun County Schools.” Youtube, 16 Apr.
2021. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eW8_ f5GnTz8. Accessed 1 Sep. 2021.

23


https://publicintegrity.org/politics/charitable-contributions/
https://www.rawstory.com/mobile-app-notification/loudon-county-schools/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eW8_f5GnTz8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eW8_f5GnTz8

