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 12 REGIONAL
AGENCIES

3,671 covered institutions

8 NATIONAL
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3,662 covered institutions

17 SPECIALIZED
AGENCIES

354 covered institutions

The system sorts wildly diverse institutions unpredictably between national, 
regional, and specialized agencies, calling into question whether a jumbled 
accreditation process can provide a high standard of quality assurance for 
the millions of students who access federal aid every year.

The Department of Education gives institutions of higher  
education more than $150 billion of federal student financial 
aid each year under Title IV of the Higher Education Act. In an 
attempt to provide quality assurance and prevent fly-by-night 
operations from gaming the system and ripping off students,  
the government relies on private accrediting agencies to  
determine which institutions are eligible.

But the current system of 37 different accrediting agencies 
responsible for overseeing over 7,500 institutions sorts wildly 
diverse schools unpredictably between national, regional, and 
specialized agencies. Can this jumbled accreditation process  
really provide a high standard of quality assurance for the  
millions of students who take out student loans every year?


