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Public Opinion Polling on Gay Issues and Relationship Recognition 
and Net Gains Since 1996 Defense of Marriage Act (DOMA)

RECOGNITION RISING

Darker shades represent 1996 percentages—except “I know someone who is gay or lesbian” which is 1992 (1996 unavailable).

48%

Relationships between gay adults should be legal.

I know someone who is gay or lesbian.

Homosexuality should be accepted by society.

Gay couples should be allowed to marry.
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A gay couple raising children together are a family.

% of U.S. population in state or locality  
with a relationship recognition law 43%
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