
3,700 fewer federal law 
enforcement agents and  

975 fewer attorneys

BOP could have to lay off 
6,891 correctional officers

25% fewer CBP  
border agents

Cut EPA Clean Air Act 
inspections and enforcement

608 fewer FSIS inspectors 
checking meat and poultry

1,200 fewer FAA air  
traffic controllers

TSA prevented from 
increasing international  

cargo screening

2,326 fewer IRS agents and 
officers looking for tax cheats

Delay NOAA’s ability 
to finish and deploy a new 

weather monitoring satellite

NICS gun background 
checks shut down for nine 
hours on weekend days

26,148 fewer 
arrests and 12,290 
fewer convictions

Inmate-to-staff 
ratios could jump from 
4.95 to 6.52, creating 

overcrowding and 
dangerous conditionsFewer than seven 

agents per mile on our 
southern border OR 
no agents along the 
northern border and 

coastal areas 53 deaths from 
heart and lung 

disease and 936  
new asthma cases

49,920 more 
cases of Salmonella, 

E. coli, and other 
food borne illnesses 924 more 

flight cancellations 
stranding 45,276 

people, and 205,527 
delays hindering 

1,005,823 travellers252,000 pounds 
of unscreened 

luggage on 
international 

passenger flights

$4.5 billion less 
tax revenue

Forecasts and 
severe weather 

response delayed, 
accurate weekend 

forecasts on Thursday 
rather than Monday

Weekend business 
for gun shows/stores 

limited, legal gun 
purchases delayed, 

increased odds of false 
clearance for criminals
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THE FIRST CUT IS THE DEEPEST
How Sequestration Impacts People Who Get “Nothing” From Government 

Note on methodology: The estimates of the impact of cuts are meant to illustrate one possible result from sequestration. They assume a proportional relationship between 
funding levels and outputs. That is, for a 7.8% cut, there would be 7.8% less output. The actual impact might vary considerably from these estimates due to the unique responses 
to sequestration by each federal agency.

From the Third Way report “Attention Tea Party! Sequestration Affects Your Lives Too,” available at: http://www.thirdway.org/publications/458. 
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